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Musings from Maurice

P aul David Tripp, writing in 7he Journal of Biblical Counseling, recalls
a scene he had witnessed more than once on his various travels to
India. But this time the Lord struck him with the gravity of it all at a
deeper level than he’'d ever experienced before.

Passing through New Delhi, in one of the most horrible slums in the
world, he stood mesmerized before a three-year-old boy leaning against
the cot of his ailing, perhaps dying, mother. The boy’s eyes were hollow,
his stomach distended, his face fly-infested — the very picture of massive,
helpless poverty.

The tears that streamed down Paul’s cheeks in observing this tragedy
were indeed evidence of his compassion. He longed to sweep this boy
and his mother into his arms, away from these dreaded depths of sorry
and endless need.

But it was more than mere compassion he felt. It was an awareness that
neither he nor this little boy had chosen their circumstances in life.

“Standing there in that slum,” he wrote, "I felt all the complaints I had
ever spoken as if they were a weight on my shoulders. I was filled with
deeper gratitude than I think I have ever felt in my life.”

Not long after he arrived back home, Paul was visiting with a church
leader from India who had come to the States to study. He asked the
man what he thought of Americans, to which his guest responded — in
polite, Asian style —“Do you want me to be honest?”

“Yes, I do,” Paul answered.

But who could really be ready for this: “You have no idea how much you
have,” the man said, “and yet, you always complain.”

We'd have to agree, wouldnt we? On many levels, Americans can be
accused of gross ingratitude. But can the church and the Christians in
America be accused of the same thing? Can you? Can I?

As Americans, we should be grateful for our freedom — to travel this na-
tion freely, to choose where we live, and to worship as we please.

As Christians in America, we should be grateful for the freedom we have
to worship.

Most of the people of the world can’t even imagine the freedoms and
blessings we enjoy. Now would be a good time to speak to the Lord
about it. How do you, how will you, show your gratitude?

Dacstorn Maunice Mitetiell
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Ashton Adkins

886 S Nelson Ave Apt 38

Wilmington, OH 45177

937-218-3376

Kristen Allen-Crisp

66 Sweet St

Martinsville, OH 45146

937-725-4617

Charlotte Back

6315 Newtonsville Rd

Pleasant Plain, OH 45162

513-625-1521

Leonie Blaney

265 Bennington Way

Cincinnati, OH 45246

513-307-3272

Sherri Bolton

4446 Bellemeade Dr

Bellbrook, OH 45305

937-848-6034

Michelle Bruce

2081 Drummond

Xenia, OH 45385

937-372-9541

Jodi Dillow

2895 SR 133

Clarksville, OH 45113

937-289-8004

Stephanie Habig

8546 W Prospect Rd

Hillsboro, OH 45133

937-393-1137

Cindy Hart

3631 Sharpsville Rd

Lynchburg, OH 45142

937-218-1715

Cindy Hughes

130 E Main St

Wilmington, OH 45177

937-728-1552

Kathy Holbrook

4511 Abernathy Rd

Lynchburg, OH 45142

937-288-2324

Debbie Lynch

PO Box 13 318 Walnut St

Port William, OH 45164

937-486-3411

Beth McKenzie

8288 Fawley Rd

Lynchburg, OH 45142

937-364-6162

Marie Pelfrey 2406 Donald Rd Bethel, OH 45106 513-734-6875
Judy Roberts 6666 Garrison Spurling Rd |Pleasant Plain, OH 45162 |937-907-5159
Marla Sams 9408 SR 730 Clarksville, OH 45113 937-289-2752
Ann Tippett 690 Hiatt Ave Wilmington, OH 45177 |937-382-8513
Danita Vest 4593 Sharpsville Rd Hillsboro, OH 45133 937-728-1162

JESUS

He began his ministry by being hungry, yet He is the Bread of Life.
Jesus ended his earthly ministry by being thirsty, yet He is the Living Water.
Jesus was weary, yet He is our rest.
Jesus paid tribute, yet He is the King.
Jesus was accused of having a demon, yet He cast out demons.
Jesus wept, yet He wipes away our tears.
Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver, yet He redeemed the world.
Jesus was brought as a lamb to slaughter, yet He is the Good Shepherd.
Jesus died, yet by his death He destroyed the power of death.

(Gregory of Nazianzus, AD 381)
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MUSIC FOR GATHERINGS

MUSIC FOR GATHERINGS
MONTH SPECIAL MUSIC PTANO SONG LEADER
JULY Christy & Nick Mitchell Jennie Harner Christy Mitchell
AUGUST Peggy Larkin John Glaze Cliff Klutts
SEPTEMBER Cliff Klutts Car| Guenther Ed Ramey
OCTOBER Ed Ramey Jennie Harner Brenda Armstrong
NOVEMBER Brenda Armstrong John Glaze Chuck Tabor
DECEMBER *see below* Lynn Lowell Bronwyn Jones

Planning ahead! Do you have musical talent you would be willing to share with the Emmaus Community?
As you can see, the months are filling up. We typically have two music specials at a Gathering and need a
song leader and an accompanist. Although "piano” is listed, we can have guitar accompaniment...or any
other instrument able to lead group singing.

The December Gathering is a musical celebration of the coming birth of Jesus. We sing several Christ-
mas carols, share a short meditation and communion. However the rest is all music. With regard to spe-

cials, to avoid duplication, it's “first come, first served.” In other words, the first person who registers

their song is the person who will present it.

To volunteer for a monthly Gathering or for the December Christmas Gathering, contact JENNIE
HARNER at 937-987-2518 or harnersewing@yahoo.com.



