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Jazz from Jim

big Welcome! to all the

men from Men's Walk # 50.
We are thrilled to have you as
part of our family. Please make
it a habit to attend Gatherings
and get involved. We would
really love to see you again and
get to know each of you. Our
next Gathering is Tuesday,
March 9. Hopefully we will not
have to worry about anymore
snow storms. Aside from the
blizzard of 1977, I can't remem-
ber a time when snow storms
arrived so close together with so
much snow and lasted so long.
Canceling a Gathering prior to an
upcoming Walk is certainly a
difficult decision and was not
made without realizing the po-
tential impact. There are many
folks that travel from surround-
ing counties. Road conditions
beyond the immediate Wilming-
ton area have to be taken into
consideration. I hope everyone
understands.

I have to admit, I'm not much on
winter. Ohio is as far north as I
care fo be this time of year. The
older T get, the less I like the
cold. I basically tolerate winter
so I can enjoy the other three
seasons. Give me the green
grass, hot sun and trees covered
in foliage any day. In spite of my
low tolerance for freezing condi-
tions, I have been enjoying the
Winter Olympics. It really
makes you swell with pride when
one of the American Olympians
medals. I have to admit, I do
feel a sense of empathy for
them. I can't help but think they
must spend an inordinate amount
of time training in the snow and

ice, enduring sub-freezing tem-
peratures. Makes me want to
turn the thermostat up a notch
or two, just thinking abouft it.

Those who ski, snowboard, ice
skate and sled, do have the right
idea when it comes to winter.
You've heard it said, "When life
gives you lemons, make lemon
aide.” I guess the same holds
true for snow. In order to really
appreciate it, you've got to rec-
oghize its benefits and make the
most of it. You've got fo get
outside and play in it. While
most of us bide our time indoors,
grumbling and envying the fate

%

of the Floridians, the more dar-
ing get outside and enjoy its rare
benefits. Nothing changes your
attitude about the white stuff
quicker than jumping on a sled
with your children (or grandchil-
dren), flying across an open field
on a showmobile, skiing downhill
or just getting the family outside
to build a snowman. These activi-
ties can furn a dreadfully cold
winter day into a lasting memory.
Those who learn to love the snow
and run towards it, instead of
away from it, reap the benefits.

As Christians, our attitude to-
wards snow often parallels that
of serving Christ. We would just
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as well stay in our comfortable
abode rather than venture out
into the threatening elements.
Without a doubt, the real adven-
ture awaits outside, beyond the
walls of our comfort zone. Too
many of Christ's servants are
completely content, lounging
inside, peering outside through
the window of mediocrity, watch-
ing, as others fake up the towel
and the bowl to wash the sinners’
feet.  Maybe we should be
quicker to run towards serving,
rather than away from it.

It's often said, "In most
churches, ten percent of the
people, do ninety percent of the
work.” I don't think that's true
of the Emmaus Community. I am
always amazed at the number of
members who volunteer each
time there is a Walk. If we
could count the true number of
people who serve, in one capacity
or another, I think we would be
amazed. Accomplishing all that
needs to be done takes a small
army of dedicated folks. If you
have made it a point to serve in
any capacity each time there is a
Walk, T want fo thank you for
your hard work and dedication.
God's Word ftells us in James
2:17, “Faith without works is
dead.”" If works is a sign of life,
our Community is very much alive.
It's rare to see a group of people
work so hard, smiling all the
while. May God bless each of you
as you "glorify your Father which
is in heaven." (Matthew 5:16)

De Colores,

Jim
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Tabor Talk

Whom Are You Following?

he other day my bride and

I went to church. Now, that
alone should not be a surprise
to you, but the fact is that we
went to church where a friend of
mine was preaching. After the
service, he invited us to join
him for a bite to eat at a local
restaurant. When I told him I
would like to drive to the res-
taurant on my own and meet
him there, he suggested we
follow him to the restaurant,
since the area was slightly unfa-
miliar to us. He told me to get
in my car and pull around to the
side where he was parked and
we could just follow him from
there. We did just that. No
sooner had we pulled around to
the side where his car was
parked, than we saw him begin
to back out of his parking slot
and we just pulled up right
behind him. For the next ten
minutes or so, we followed him
down the highway, thinking we
would pull into a restaurant
pretty soon. Finally, he signaled
a right turn and pulled into a
driveway. We wondered at this,
but then dismissed it thinking
he was just dropping someone
off. We pulled into the driveway
behind him. When the passen-
ger door opened and an elderly
gentleman exited the vehicle,
and stood there looking at us
like we were aliens from Mars,
or some other planet, I drove
up to the man and rolled down
my window. He looked at me
like I was obviously in the
wrong place. When I told him I
was following him thinking it
was his pastor. He laughed and
told me that the pastor had
gotten a new and different-
colored vehicle. Only then did I
turn around and call my pastor
friend. He asked me where I
was, and I told him what had
happened. I have been laughing
about this ever since. The car I

was following was so similar to
what I remembered my pastor
friend driving that I did not
even think to verify that it was
indeed him in the car before
leaving the church parking lot. I
did not look around to see if he
was standing anywhere close to
another car. I didn’t even ques-
tion that it might not be him in
the car until that car pulled into
the driveway of that private
residence. I was totally oblivious
to anything else.

When I think about that little
escapade with my friend, I am
amazed that I did not make
sure that the car I was following
was being driven by my friend.
While my friend and I have
enjoyed much time together, I
have not talked with him for a
couple of months, and did not
know that recently he had
traded vehicles.

The point of this is that every
day of our lives, every one of us
is following someone. It may be
a parent. It may be a mentor. It
may be a pastor. It may be a
professor. It may be an em-
ployer. No matter whether we
are leaders or not, we are still
following someone. We make
decisions in light of our own
insight, influence, and experi-
ence, all of which are greatly
influenced by those whom we
have chosen to follow or have
not chosen to follow but have
been greatly influenced by any-
way. Whoever it is, we need to
make sure that we are following
the person whom we intend to
follow. If not, we will discover
that we are not where we in-
tended to be nor are we in the
company of those whom we
aimed to join.

J. Paul Getty, the billionaire
founder of the Getty Oil Com-
pany, towards the end of his
life, made this statement, "I
have spent my whole life climb-

ing the ladder of success, only
to discover when I reached the
top that it was leaning against
the wrong wall.” Getty had gone
through several failed mar-
riages. Years before, he had
made the public comment that
“A lasting relationship with a
woman is only possible if you
are a business failure.” His
grandson had been kidnapped
and held for ransom. He practi-
cally refused to pay the ransom,
although he eventually paid a
lesser amount, because he
thought it would give others the
incentive to continue the kid-
napping of other family mem-
bers and all. In short, although
his business acumen was pro-
found, his family life was a
constant mess. At the end of his
life, he agreed that he had been
following the wrong dream.

When Jesus said to his disciples,
“Follow Me and I will make you
fishers of men”, he wanted to
make sure they knew whom
they were following as well as
why they were following Him.
He says the same thing to you
and me. He wants us to make
sure we know whom we are
following and why. All too often,
we will follow anyone for any
reason, hoping beyond hope
they will lead us to some sort of
“promised land.” But there is
only One who can guarantee
that. He says to each of us,
“Don't follow anyone blindly.”
But if You follow Him, He will
indeed take you where you
want to go. The last thing we
would want to happen is for the
person we have been following
to turn around and say to us, as
did the man in the driveway
that day to us, “Who are you,
and why are you following me?”

God bless...
Chuck Tabor

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE PROJECT

The newsletter editor and the webmaster are working together to post all of our newsletters on our
website. You simply go to our site, www.wilmingtonemmaus.org and look for the Newsletter Archive
link. There you will find the ever-growing list of newsletters being archived. It's not a hard project,
but time-consuming. Each newsletter has 4 pages, each of which must be scanned and then put into a
file. These are then compiled into a Year file, copied over to a compact disc and then mailed to the
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webmaster in Washington CH, where they are then moved onto the web site, taking care o get the
correct newsletter placed with its coordinating link. When you consider that this year we are into
Volume 25 with a newsletter for nearly every month of those 25 years of newsletters. There are
some seemingly missing issues, so eventually we may ask if anyone might have a copy of the missing
issues. So, eventually you will be able to look back at our history thru the newsletters. Enjoy!
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Josh Adkins

Page 3

Address

Pho
886 S Nelson Rd, Apt 38, Wilmington OH
6308 Wilmington Ct, Loveland, OH 45140
4446 Bellemeade Dr, Bellbrook, OH 45305
23 Trahera Ln, Sabina, OH 45169
1455 Webb Rd, Wilmington, OH 45177
PO Box 346, Lynchburg, OH 45142
2582 SR 132, Clarksville, OH 45113
13 S Sycamore St, Jamestown, OH 45335
7869 SR 123 S, Blanchester, OH 45107

Howard Boggs, J

Mark Bolten

Jason Borton

Mark Brooker

Daryl Burns

Gregory Claybor

Seth Cline

John Curless
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Kevin Ellis 220 Ellis Run Rd, Wilmington, OH 45177 937-382-6361
Mike Ewing 378 Loving Ln, Wilmington, OH 45177 937-382-3121
Rick Geddes 4951 SR 124, Hillsboro, OH 45133 740-505-2038

1815 Oglesbee Rd, Wilmington, OH 45177
3986 Sable Ridge Dr, Bellbrook, OH 4530!
136 E Main St, Apt 1, Wilmington, OH 451
8038 Grimes Rd, Russellville, OH 45168
3188 S SR 741, Lebanon, OH 45036
1534 Elizabeth PI, Cincinnati, OH 45237
1665 Woodside Dr, Wilmington, OH 4517
139 W Fancy St, Blanchester, OH 45107

Carl Guenther

Steve Harvey

Bradley Hughes

Joe Lawson

Morris McKinne:

Alan Miller

Edward Ramey

Lucas Rayburn
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Colin Root 251 Kenyon Dr, Wilmington, OH 45177 937-382-2066
Terry Roush 124 Glenavy, Lynchburg, OH 45142 513-226-2573
Bill Snowball IV 187 Dana Ave, Wilmington, OH 45177 937-725-0401

Ronald Steele

272 N Wall st, Wilmington, OH 45177
40 Stone Meadow Ct, Fairfield, OH 45041
7995 N SR 134, Wilmington, OH 45177
9660 Dade Rd, Lynchburg, OH 45142

704 Yeoman St, Washington CH, OH 4316 740-317-3254

George Strausba

Frank Szabo

Earl Vanscoy
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My Fourth Dags by Josh Riley

4™ days.... I look back on the days prior to my walk and I have tried to compare them to my days since. Honestly the days are the
same. There are days of joy, days of anger, days of sadness, days of hope, days of disappointment, days I've cried and days I've
laughed uncontrollably. The things that occur in my life today are generally the same as days past. But, how T deal with life's daily
occurrences changed when I finished my Emmaus Walk.

My 4™ days are much better than days past as I have drawn on the lessons I learned during my walk. There are many times I look
back to my walk and think about what a specific speaker said, remember a conversation that fook place at my table, a smile from a
volunteer during a meal, dying communion and of course the clowns. Each memory is filled with the spirit of the Lord and reminds me
how having Him in my life has been the single most important change I have ever made. I am blessed for having had the opportunity to
have attended an Emmaus Walk and know that I am better for it.

So, when I deal with my days ahead I do the following... I thank God for the joys in my life. I ask God to give me the strength to for-
give those who anger me. When I'm sad I look to the Lord to lift my spirits. In His word I find rays of hope. When I'm disappointed I
thank God for the things he has given me. When I cry I pray for the strength to make it through the bad times and pray again for
allowing me to enjoy a moment of laughter! De Colores, Josh Riley
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Wilmington United Methodist Church

PO Box 191
Wilmington, OH

*EXP* means your subscription will soon end! Renew
now—see last month's newsletter for renewal info!

Report for 2010 Newsletter

Renewals Received in 2010 34
Renewals for two years in

2009 2
Start newsletter late in 2009 4

Additional Renewals coming in for 2010- Est.
Pilgrims in 2009

Pilgrims in February 2010

March Mailing
April Mailing
May Mailing
Add May Pilgrim Esti-
June Mailing mate 20
July Mailing

August Mailing

September Mailing
Add September Pilgrim

October Mailing Estimate 20
Add October Pilgrim
November Mailing Estimate 20

December Mailing

Pilgrims are estimated at 20 - multiple husband/wife during the course of the yr.

40
10
54

28

132
132
132
152
152
152
152
172
192

192



