
Wilmington Area  

Walk to Emmaus D 
id you ever 
have a day – 
really a week 
or even a 

month where your mind 
is a blur?  Well that de-
scribes me right now.  
But because of God’s 
love and grace, I have 
inner peace and joy 
through it all! 

On November 12, 2012, 
the love of my life 
passed from this world 
into Heaven.  God’s peo-
ple came to me, prayed 
for me and were the 
hands and feet of Jesus.  
I will never forget the 
love you shared with me 
then and now. 

On February 4, 2013, my 
dad went to join my hus-
band, Pete.  My journey, 
like many of yours, has 

been rocky, but once 
again, the body of Christ 
has surrounded me with 
love.   

This world is not our 
home.  We will all take 
our journey to Heaven.  
That is God’s promise 
and my goal.  God did 
not promise us sunshine 
without rain.  It is in the 
storms that we draw 
even closer to Him.  It is 
in the valleys that we 
grow, not on the moun-
taintops. We serve an 
awesome God who 
reigns now and forever. 

 

God Bless all of you.  
Love in Christ,  
 

Barb    

BLESSINGS 
We pray for blessings, 
We pray for peace, 
Comfort for family, 
Protection while we sleep. 
We pray for healing, 
For prosperity, 
We pray for your mighty 
hand to ease our suffering. 
And all the while,  
You hear each spoken need,  
Yet love us way too much to 
give us lesser things. 
 
What if your blessings come 
through raindrops, 
What if your healing comes 
through tears, 
What if a thousand sleepless 
nights are what it takes to 
know You’re near. 
What if trials of this life are 
Your mercies in disguise? 
 
We pray for wisdom, 
Your voice to hear, 
We cry in anger when we 
cannot feel you near. 
We doubt your goodness, 
We doubt your love, 
As if every promise from 
Your  word is not enough. 
And all the while you hear 
each desperate plea, 
And long that we have faith 
to believe. 
  
What if your blessings come 
through raindrops, 
What if your healing comes 
through tears, 
What if a thousand sleepless 
nights are what it takes to 
(Continued on page 2)    .  

Read this! 
• Get in the GATHERING habit! 

• We need women for the June 

Women’s Walk! 

TABOR TALK 
“It will take four 

days to fix your wagon,” 
said the livery man to the 
customer who brought his 
buckboard in for repairs. 
“Four days! It only took one 
day to build it.” “Yeah, I 
know. That’s what’s wrong 
with it!” We want it NOW! 
No, that’s not soon enough! 
We want it yesterday! We 
are urgent people. It does 

not matter what arena you 
are talking about. Fast food 
fanatics. Freeway speeders. 
Newsbreak information 
gatherers. Condensed book 
readers. Even in relation-
ships. We find that we want 
now what our parents took 
a lifetime to accomplish. 
Someone once said, “I know 
God is not an American, or 
(continued on page 2)              .           
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SERMON IN A SONG 



he would have rolled up his sleeves and 
finished the job a long time ago.” 
      Do you realize that God is not in a 
hurry. I know that doesn’t sound like 
very good news to some, but it’s the 
truth! GOD IS NOT IN A HURRY. God’s 
working is never a panic. It is a process. 
     In the Word of God, there are two 
pictures of an individual’s relationship 
with God which are used repeatedly, 
and which both demonstrate this very 
idea. 
     The Bible describes the Christian life, 
first of all, as a WALK. It’s almost like a 
Christian two-step – you know…. Put 
off the old… put on the new… put off 
the old… put on the new… It is not a 
sprint, or even a short dash, but more 
like an uphill climb. A tough, sometimes 
scenic journey usually stretching out to 
be something like a 70 or 80 year up-
one-hill-and-down-another back pack. 
     The Bible also talks about the Chris-

tian’s life as being a FIELD. You know, 
the planting, and watering, and hoeing 
and growing kind. But not our field – it’s 
God’s field. But all that work is never 
fast, it’s not quick, and it is not instanta-
neous. A little child may dig up a seed 
from the ground every day to see if it’s 
growing, but mature people know that 
maturity takes time, right? 
     The point is: WE ARE PEOPLE IN 
PROCESS. GOD IS OUT TO GROW US. 
And with process, there are two reali-
ties that are always present in order for 
growth to occur: (1) time, and (2) pain. 
Everything that is alive takes time to 
grow and inevitably involves pain… 
whether it’s a tree we’re talking about, 
or a child, or your emotional and spiri-
tual life. 
     One of the dangers of taking that 
initial “Walk to Emmaus” is that if we 

are not careful we will come out of it 
thinking that indeed we have arrived. 
We could easily take our enduring of 
the 72-hour short course in Christianity 
as an “express” ticket on the train to 
Christian maturity. 
     No one was more driven, more en-
thusiastic about his new-found faith, 
and more energetic about the Lord than 
that bright young brand-new convert of 
the first century named Paul. And there 
is evidence in the book of Acts which 
would lead us to the conclusion that 
this new believer thought he was God’s 
gift to the Jews and all he had to do was 
to be let loose on them. Apparently 
that’s what happened. And what was 
the result? Acts 9:28-30 tells us the story 
– that the Jews tried to kill him! And the 
Christians there took him out and sent 
him away to Tarsus. 
     And we don’t hear of Paul until years 
later…perhaps as many as ten years. Do 
you get it? Newly converted. Wired. 
Hyped. Motivated. Paul is going to get it 
done NOW! But it cannot be like that. 
He caused such a disturbance that his 
fellow believers hustle him out of town 
and give him a one-way ticket home – to 
Tarsus. He spends at least a couple of 
years in the Arabian desert. Learning. 
Re-learning. Slowly growing for several 
years. 
     And Paul learned that God’s work 
was a PROCESS. Want a lilttle more evi-
dence? A few years later, he wrote 
these words: “…I have learned to be 
content in whatever circumstances I 
am” (Philippians 4:10). That learning 
took time. Oh, and by the way, it was 
also somewhat painful. (Check out 2 
Corinthians 12:7-9). Paul had a thorn in 
the flesh that he could not get rid of. 
Yet in the end, he could hear the voice 
of God saying, “MY grace is sufficient 
for you!” Paul learned his lesson… Will 
you? 
 
God bless… 

Chuck Tabor    

TABOR TALK (continued) 

Jesus offered up prayers...with loud cries 

and tears, to the one who was able to save 

him from death, and he was heard. 

Hebrews 5 

     When someone says, “God heard 
my prayer,” it usually means that 
the answer exactly mirrored a re-
quest, yet Jesus prayed with tears 
for rescue, was heard by the Al-
mighty who could’ve prevented 
death, and Jesus died. No reflection 
on God’s hearing! A much larger pic-
ture, a merciful picture, was in fo-
cus: human redemption. 
     And I need to reflect on such 
truth when I question God’s re-
sponse to my prayers. Do I dare to 
think that I fully understand the lar-
ger picture behind the scenes? Am I 
forgetting that God’s wisdom is far 
higher than mine? Am I thinking God 
doesn’t pay attention? Not wanting 
to do an injustice to the one listener 
who waits nonstop to hear us, we 
(continued on page 3)                      . 

SERMON IN A SONG (continued) 
know You’re near. 
What if trials of this life are Your mer-
cies in disguise? 
 
When friends betray us, 
When darkness seems to win we know 
The pain reminds this heart that this is 
not, this is not our home. It’s not our 
home. 
 
What if your blessings come through 
raindrops, 
What if your healing comes through 
tears, 
What if a thousand sleepless nights are 
what it takes to know You’re near. 
What if my greatest disappointments or 
the aching of this life, 
Is the revealing of a greater thirst this 
world can’t satisfy. 
What if trials of this life are Your mer-
cies in disguise? 
 

Words & Music by Laura Story 
©2011 New Spring  
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DEVOTION TO PONDER

Page 2 Wilmington Emmaus 

 



The following names were 
raised in prayer at the Feb-

ruary Gathering. Please 
continue to pray for the 

needs of these folks. 
(Please excuse any mis-

spellings.)  
 

Matthew 
Kathy Foster 
Hazel Hoffer 
Kathy Bright 

Addison Deemick 
Eli Yovich 

Linda Price 
Janet Workman 
Men’s Walk #56 

Dave Danford & family 
Anthony Walker 

Kelly Beebe 
Dave Bond 
Dinah Bond 
Rick Goetz 

Susan Barber 
Lois Hall 

Rev. Dillon Staas 
 

DEVOTION (continued from page 2)           .               
need to clarify our thinking when results 
aren’t made-to-order. If God’s response to 
prayer is mystifying, don’t we need to recall 
that the goal of prayer isn’t to manipulate 
the divine? Isn’t the goal communication? 
     We can pray: “God, help me remember 
that prayer is the privilege of conversation 
with you, an enduring and honest expres-
sion of relationship. Amen.” We can count 
on it: God’s response will mirror this prayer. 
 

 

From “Forward, Day by Day” Vol. 79, No. 2,  

used by permission.  

Contact Forward Movement at 

800-543-1813 or visit www.forwardmovement.org 

Welcome to the Men from Walk #56 PRAYER LIST 

I WANT TO HELP! 

“Last night the 
moon, the stars 

and all the 
planets fell on 

me. If you 
fellows ever 

pray, pray for 
me.” 

 
Harry S. Truman, 

speaking to 
reporters on the day 
after succeeding to 

the presidency,  
April 13, 1945. 
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Jeremy Bloom 142 Hammonds Dr Seaman OH 45679 937-798-1563 

John Campbell 7213 St Rt 135 Lynchburg OH 45142 937-218-2143 

Joe Carter  609 Hunt Rd Midland OH 45148 513-317-2830 

Chris Cox 1100 McClure Rd Hillsboro OH 45133 937-764-1520 

Ray Davis 2491 Jackson Pike Batavia OH 45103 513-515-4197 

Ken Golden 8591 2nd St Pleasant Plain OH 45162 513-877-3265 

Craig Hamilton 4759 Second Creek Rd Blanchester OH 45107 317-450-5542 

Kyle Hoppes 9514 State Rt 753 N Greenfield OH 45123 740-606-5953 

Tony Hou 8705 Apalachee Dr Cincinnati OH 45249 513-489-2688 

Jacob Hurt 4590 SR 247 West Union OH 45693 937-217-6915 

Josh Johnson 209 Broadway St PO BOX 384 Seaman OH 45679 937-217-7327 

Steve Jones 408 Ellis St Port William  OH 45164 937-475-9266 

Marion Kimes 1205 Brownberry Dr Apt A Wilmington OH 45177 937-944-0961 

Ryan Lynch 472 Brittim Dr Washington CH OH 43160 740-335-1154 

Ben Macaluso 254 Virginia Circle Wilmington OH 45177 937-382-5331 

Carlos Martini 1066 C Southridge Ave Wilmington OH 45177 786-355-1338 

Chuck Massie 374 W Main St Wilmington OH 45177 937-944-0524 

Walter McFarland 6860 Dimmick Ct West Chester OH 45069 513-235-0104 

Cory Pariseau 2489 Parkwood Ave Columbus OH 43211 614-432-9153 

Larry  Pendell 118 Stockton Ave Sabina OH 45169 937-725-5068 

Sean Polhemus 9739 Ashridge Winchester Rd Winchester OH 45697 513-288-5917 

Joe Shutts 4097 N SR 42 Waynesville OH 45068 513-310-9709 

Jeff Swearingen 4154 State Route 350 W Clarksville OH 45113 937-302-6981 

Doug Tedrick 841 E Center St Blanchester OH 45107 937-783-2671 

Derrick Wade 226 W Elm St Washington CH OH 43160 740-505-2584 

Jon Walt  437 Mitchell Rd Wilmington OH 45177 937-382-4249 

David Woodgeard 257 W Washington St Sabina OH 45169 937-728-2327 

 

 
 

HIDDEN  

FOR 

 PRIVACY 



Wilmington United Methodist Church 

PO Box 191 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

SEE YOU AT THE GATHERING! 

     He reached into his pocket, pulled out a few coins, and dis-
creetly dropped them on the sidewalk. And then, with the noise of 
the crowded street still blaring in their ears, they noticed every 
head within  twenty feet turn and look to see if the money that 
tinkled on the pavement was theirs. 
     "See what I mean?" asked the Native American. "It all depends 
on what's important to you." 
     What's important to you? What do you listen for? Some people 
say that there is no God, and that He never speaks to us anymore. 
But perhaps they can't see or hear Him because they aren't listen-
ing for Him. They are living for themselves, not for God. 
     If you are in tune with God, you will be able to notice Him at 
work in your life and in the world. And you'll be able to hear Him 
when He speaks.  
 
"The Cricket", Author Unknown 

THE CRICKET 

See you at the Gathering! 

March 12 

Singing starts at 6:45 pm 

Men’s Walk #56 Reunion 

 

Wear your nametag! 

Bring a snack to share! 

Wilmington Area  Walk to 

Emmaus 

We’re on the web: 

www.wilmingtonemmaus.org 

     A Native American and his friend were in downtown New York 
City, walking near Times Square in Manhattan. It was during the 
noon lunch hour and the streets were filled with people. Cars were 
honking their horns, taxicabs were squealing around corners, si-
rens were wailing, and the sounds of the city were almost deafen-
ing. Suddenly, the Native American said, "I hear a cricket." 
     His friend said, "What? You must be crazy. You couldn't possibly 
hear a cricket in all of this noise!" 
     "No, I'm sure of it," the Native American said, "I heard a 
cricket." 
     "That's crazy," said the friend. 
The Native American listened carefully for a moment, and then 
walked across the street to a big cement planter where some 
shrubs were growing. He looked into the bushes, beneath the 
branches, and sure enough, he located a small cricket. His friend 
was utterly amazed. 
     "That's incredible," said his friend. "You must have superhuman 
ears!" 
     "No," said the Native American. "My ears are no different from 
yours. It all depends on what you're listening for." 
     "But that can't be!" said the friend. "I could never hear a cricket 
in this noise." 
     "Yes, it's true," came the reply. "It depends on what is really 
important to you. Here, let me show you." 

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:  Your address label lists when your 

subscription expires. If you want to continue receiving the mail copy 

of the newsletter, send $6.00, along with your name and address to 

the address shown in the upper left corner of this page. Remember, 

you can always access the newsletter, IN LIVING COLOR!, on our 

website. Our Facebook page is updated when our web servants  

upload the newsletter.  


