
she was baking bread, or pies, 

or making noodles, or can-

ning fruits of vegetables, or 

dressing a newly killed 

chicken, and talk to me as if I 

were a real person instead of 

a limited child, less than 5 

years old, who couldn’t un-

derstand what she was telling 

me. 

     Many things she said to 

me took me years to grow 

into enough wisdom to un-

derstand, but they seemed to 

stay with me until that time 

came. I remember once say-

ing enthusiastically, “Gram, I 

love you.” I expected to hear 

her respond, “Bonnie, I love 

you, too.” Instead, Gram said, 

“Thank you.” I remember 

thinking, “How odd.” That 

would return to my mind 

from time to time, but it was-
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     When I was born (here my 

son would interject, During 

the Ice Age) my father’s 

mother—Gram—took me 

home from the hospital and 

cared for me until I was 5. 

Then things got complicated, 

but Gram was to forever sym-

bolize the only safety I felt 

during an otherwise lonely 

and scary childhood. No one 

could be in the presence of 

Augusta Wilhelmena Kibbler 

Sanderson for very long with-

out realizing her life was 

about being a child of God, 

and I wasn’t in her presence 

long before I was convinced 

she was a pretty remarkable 

person, as well. 

     She was ahead in her time 

in many ways, one being that 

she’d sit me on a chair in her 

big farmhouse kitchen while 

 

      During World War 2, many 

Hollywood celebrities worked 

tirelessly entertaining our 

troops, serving them in 

“Hollywood Canteens” and 

using their celebrity to sell 

war bonds and raise money 

for the war effort. Some, like 

Jimmy Stewart, even left their 

careers and joined the ser-

vice.  

     Jane Froman was a popular 

singer during this time. She 

joined the USO and traveled 

extensively singing for the 

troops. In February of 1943, 

while in Europe, she was in an 

airplane crash which resulted 

in an injury so severe that it 

took thirty-nine operations to 

repair her leg enough to be 

fitted with a brace to help her 

walk. Within a year, still on 

crutches, Jane was back in 

Europe entertaining the GIs. 

     By the early 1950s, her 

biggest fans, those GIs for 

whom she sang, helped to 

make her one of America’s 

most popular television stars.  

     When the Korean War 

broke out, Froman’s thoughts 

went out to these young men 

fighting, suffering the atroci-

ties of war and even giving 

their lives in that effort. She 

searched for a way to display 

her faith and to assure those 

fighting and their families 

back home that there was a 

God who loved and cared for 

them.  

     It took some time, but the 

writers and composers she’d 

(continued on page 4)            .           

n’t until years of experience 

later, that Ifigured it out. Love 

is the most beautiful, rare 

and valuable gift we can give 

or receive, so her, “Thank 

you”, for my gift of love was 

completely appropriate. 

     All love begins and ends 

from God. He gave us life, 

through love, sent His Son, 

who sacrificed His own life to 

save us from our sins and 

human weakness, because of 

love, then left us His Word to 

teach us and give us the ex-

ample to live by in order to 

recreate that love in our rela-

tionships with one another. 

That love gets us through the 

day, gives our lives meaning, 

and defines beauty for us.  

     It is November, and God 

has blessed me by allowing      

(continued on page 2)    .. 

JANE FROMAN BELIEVED!                      John M Glaze 



Community 
Chair  

(continued from page 1) 

each were touched by God’s 

agape in a tangible, personal 

way. For many, the Emmaus 

experience is life-changing. So 

shouldn’t we at least pause to 

say “thank you Father”? 

     (Would you do me a favor 

and get your Bible please?  Seri-

ously, go find your Bible right 

now and take ten minutes to 

read and reflect upon Psalm 

107 before we continue.  Please 

take your time. No hurry. I’ll 

wait for you. We’ll continue 

when you’re finished.) 

     Psalm 107 is a magnificent, 

poetic reflection on God’s 

steadfast care for His children.  

It can be divided into sections 

where the children of God en-

counter various maladies, ca-

lamities and misfortunes, but 

where Father God consistently 

escorts them to a place of res-

cue.  And throughout the psalm 

the overriding theme of giving 

thanks for God’s mercy is ap-

(continued on page 4)           . 

Hey  there Emmaus  

Fourth Day Sojourner! 

    Last month the Wilmington 

Emmaus Community completed 

the fourth and final Emmaus 

Walk of 2014. Mission accom-

plished. God blessed the work 

of the many servant leaders 

who stepped out in faith to 

accept their role as ambassa-

dors for Christ; men and 

women called to re-present 

Jesus to the pilgrims. For this I 

am truly grateful, and offer God 

my thanksgiving and praise. 

     Have you ever considered 

how important it is to acknowl-

edge God’s goodness, grace and 

mercy and to give thanks for it?  

Do we agree that is only be-

cause of God’s loving kindness 

that His bountiful blessings flow 

towards us? His rewards are 

undeserved; His grace is unmer-

ited; and His love cascades 

upon us without condition.  

While we were pilgrims travers-

ing our Walk to Emmaus, we 
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Dave’s Dispenses        

me to be both His and your 

servant as Chairman of this Em-

maus community for the past 

year. In another month it will 

be someone else’s opportunity 

and blessing. The year has held 

interesting challenges, but so 

much love, as well. I’ve 

watched you love and care for 

each other, as together, you 

have worked to love unsuspect-

ing pilgrims into new relation-

ships with our Lord. You share 

chores, joys, concerns, talents, 

time and energy, and watching, 

I have been blessed. I person-

ally, have also been loved by 

Email, fax, cards, letters, phone 

calls, willing spirits, hugs, pats, 

smiles patience, and your for-

giveness for oversights, unpre-

paredness, and forgetfulness. I 

have heard and felt Love from 

all of you, and as a result have 

been heartened, strengthened, 

and fulfilled. I have seen Christ 

in you, and His Love shines. So 

during this season of height-

ened awareness and thanksgiv-

ing for our blessings, I thank 

God for His Love, and the op-

portunity He has given me to 

serve. And as Gram said, “For 

your love, thank you.” May God 

bless you as you carry His Love 

into a world which needs it so 

desperately. 

In His Love and Service, 

Yvonne Ferris 

 
Reprinted from November 1997 

Issue of Wilmington Emmaus 

Newsletter. Yvonne now lives in 

Lebanon with her husband, 

Tom.  
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CHRISTMAS GATHERING  

is all music!  

Please share a song, a poem 

or a short story! Play an  

Instrument, do a chalk  

drawing; share your talent!  

Contact Sandie Wingo to save 

your spot on the program! 



Prayer was requested for these 
people at our October Gathering. 
Please join us in intercession for 
return to health, overcoming ad-
versities of life, recovery from 
loss. Pray for the pilgrims who 
just completed the Women’s 
Walk. Pray for the pilgrims who 
will be on Men’s Walk #60, pray 
that God will soften hearts of 
those who will be invited to this 
walk.  

PRAYER LIST 

WELCOME THE WOMEN FROM WALK #93 

David Barber 
Dave & Dinah Bond 

Karen Cann 
Dianne Cole 
AJ Dawson 
Carl Dingus 

Ray Eubanks 
John Flint 

John D. Godfrey 
Ethel Mae Haines 

David Hall 
Lois Hall 

Bob Kelsey 
Beth Myers 
Jeff Myers 

Phillip Pennewitt 
Monroe Powell 
Sandy Quigley 

Rev. Dewey Staas 
Stephanie & Daniel Watts 

Jim Wengert 
Iris & Leslie Wilkinson 

NAME ADDRESS CITY ST ZIP PHONE 

Stacey Bartley 10895 SR 138 Greenfield OH 45123 937-763-2095 

Ginny Bialowas 8829 Fawn Tr Blanchester OH 45107 513-728-9285 

Mary Burley 10 Colonial Ct Washington CH OH 43160 740-463-1413 

Rita Caulley 455 Hess Rd Washington CH OH 43160 740-335-6847 

Terri Coates 58 S Mulberry St  Apt 2 Wilmington OH 45177 937-218-6070 

Britny Elam 156 Lorish Ave Wilmington OH 45177 937-728-4328 

Kim Ewing 1242 Brownberry Dr  Apt C Wilmington OH 45177 937-546-0915 

Sheila Gredig 6718 Bray Rd Goshen OH 45122 513-625-9671 

Aileen Hamilton 4759 Second Creek Rd Blanchester OH 45107 937-283-5083 

Deborah Iles 1098 Damon Dr Bloomingburg OH 43106 740-606-3889 

Jill Johnson 307 Tanglewood Dr Beavercreek OH 45440 937-901-9169 

Mary Kline PO Box 100 New Holland OH 43145 352-208-8231 

Pat Konkus 5076 Charles Snider Rd Loveland OH 45140 513-575-0819 

Tina Miller 50 Doan St Wilmington  OH 45177 937-944-0678 

Debbie Pratt 3149 SR 134 S Wilmington OH 45177 937-728-1957 

Deb Rhoades 421 Warren Ave Washington CH OH 43160 740-606-0834 

Nicole Smith 9390 Rolling Greens Tr Miamisburg OH 45342 937-672-2092 

Brittany Stoffel 3729 Applegate Ave Cincinnati OH 45211 513-306-6137 

Sandy Swingley 4485 SR 247 Hillsboro OH 45133 937-393-4585 

Chrissy Thirey 1721 Prairie Ave Wilmington OH 45177 937-302-9657 

Destiny Tomlin 8524 Cameo Ln Huber Heights OH 45424 239-292-2477 

Heather Willis 9956 Hardins Creek Rd Leesburg OH 45135 937-403-4227 

Shirley Wood 905 Columbia Newport  KY 41071 859-444-0161 

Ladies! Remember! You will have a REUNION of your walk before the GATHERING on Nov 11. 

THEN in about a year, you will get together again! Get involved! Stay connected! Support!   



Wilmington United Methodist Church  
PO Box 191 
Wilmington, OH  45177 

Wilmington Area Walk to Emmaus 

See you at the GATHERING: 

November 11 

Singing starts at 

6:45pm 

Wear your nametag! 

Bring a snack to share! 

Women’s #93 Reunion  

at 6pm 

JANE FROMAN BELIEVED! (continued from p.1)                         Devotion 

We’re on the web: 

www.wilmingtonemmaus.org 

asked to work on  the   project came up with just the song that 

she wanted. “I BELIEVE” was introduced on Jane Froman’s pro-

gram in 1953 and became not just a hit song, but also a na-

tional prayer. 

Jesus said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things 

that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

Matthew 22:21 

     I look around my study and see heaps of things. There 

are books and paintings and knickknacks, CDs and note-

pads, and an unfinished manuscript right next to a scarf 

I’m knitting. I wonder, if I were living in Jesus’ time, would 

these things belong to the emperor or to God?  

     Fast-forward to the present, and the answer is no eas-

ier, because the missing person in that equation is me. I 

thought I owned everything. That’s why I’m paying a 

mortgage; that’s why I have closets and cabinets to store 

my clothing and my belongings. In truth, everything, from 

the sun, moon and stars down to the pen on my desk be-

longs to God. I look at my favorite chipped coffee mug 

sitting on its worn coaster and wonder what God would 

do with it. And then it hits me: God doesn’t want any of 

this. What God wants is that I am freed from it. Freed 

from focusing on things so that I can happily leave them 

all behind and focus on what really counts, like taking care 

of my neighbor.  

 
From “Forward, Day by Day” Vol. 80, No. 3, used by permission. 

Contact Forward Movement at 

800-543-1813 or visit 

www.forwardmovement.org 

parent. Whether we are a traveler lost (v. 4-9), a prisoner bound 

(v. 10-16), infirm and suffering (v. 17-22), or tossed by the tem-

pest of the sea (v. 23-32), God always remains faithful and true.  

He always provides a means for deliverance; a way of escape. 

     Verse 1: “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love en-

dures forever.” Is this true? Is God good and does His love en-

dure? Give thanks. Verse 2 exhorts us, saying: “Let the redeemed 

of the LORD say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the 

enemy.” Are you grateful that God saw fit to redeem you from 

our enemy’s grip? Say so. And the concluding verse 43 of Psalm 

107 says “Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; let 

them consider the steadfast love of the LORD.” Are you wise?  

Observe God’s goodness, and consider the Lord’s steadfast love.  

And then be sure to say “thank you”.  Amen? 

     Here’s to the most reflective and reverent season of Thanksgiv-

ing you’ve ever enjoyed. Happy Giving Thanks Day Emmaus friend 

… in Jesus’ name. 

 Dave Hinman 

DAVE’S DISPENSES (continued from page 2) 


