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 HAVE   A  DAZZLING  DAY 
 

We have every reason to be happy. The love of God which we experience 

every day fills the Christian with joy.  Many of us, however, can be distracted 

from the love of God by the obstacles to grace which we also experience 

daily.  The things we see and read in the media emphasize negativity. Illness, 

disappointment, and other distractions can prevent us from enjoying our new 

life in Christ.  

 

In the 23rd Psalm, David wrote, "My cup runneth over."  In the context, he 

was reminding us that even during difficult times God provides more than we 

need. In fact, God provides so much that we can spill his provision over to 

others.   Recently, a man who give me my lunch at a drive-through window 

told me to "Have a dazzling day!"  That stuck with me. We should do our 

best to do more than just be happy. We should be dazzled by the life God has 

given us. We should help dazzle others as his love shines through us. 

 

In his sermon on the mount, the Lord talked about how blessed those are who 

mourn, are persecuted, and are poor in spirit. The hardship is not the blessing. 

The presence of the Holy Spirit to encourage us through each hardship is the 

blessing.  As we experience difficulty, if we call upon the Lord to strengthen 

us, heal us, and be with us, we can experience the blessing of joy and 

happiness. This only comes when we keep a positive outlook through 

negative experiences. 
 

What about you? Can you overcome the distractions which keep you from 

being dazzled by God's love? Can you keep the joy of Christ in your top 

priorities?  I hope so. Have a dazzling day! 

 

De Colores -  Mike Daugherty                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 



       Easter, Passover, and a Full Moon 
 
As we know, Easter is the annual celebration of 
the most significant event of our Christian faith: 
Jesus’s resurrection.  Easter will be on Sunday, 
April 16, this year.  Does that seem late to you?  
Forgive me for being a nerd about this kind of 
minutiae, but do you know what determines 
when Easter will be celebrated each year?  The 
moon.  Seriously, the moon.   
 
Per the Farmer’s Almanac, Easter is celebrated 
on the first Sunday after the paschal full moon 
following the March equinox.  The equinox is the 
date when the sun is directly above the earth’s 
equator each year, which is on March 20 or 21, 
and is designated as the first day of spring.  
Easter is the Sunday following the pending full 
moon thereafter, and could fall anywhere from 
March 21 to April 25.   
 
The full moon used as a marker to determine 
Easter, is also known as the “paschal” full moon.  
Paschal is the Greek word for Passover.  The 
Jewish Passover is celebrated for seven or eight 
days, depending on whether the community is 
Reformed or Orthodox, and begins on a full 
moon in the spring.  Passover starts on a full 
moon, and Easter starts the Sunday after the 
same full moon.  Cool, huh?     
 
TMI?  Sorry.  I just think it’s strange that 
astrophysical data is used to determine when 
we’ll have our annual ham dinner and egg hunt.  
But that’s okay.  After all, God did make the 
moon, right? 
 
There are some far more important similarities 
between Easter and Passover than this full 
moon, however.  Some refer to Passover as the 
forerunner of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, 
or Passover as the “type” of the “antitype” 
Easter.  The Old Testament is considered a 
prophetic “shadow” of what was to be fulfilled 
 

 

 
 

through Jesus in the New Testament.  Colossians 
2:17 says it this way: “These are a shadow of the 
things that were to come; the reality, however, 
is found in Christ”.   
  
You probably recall the story of the Passover 
(Exodus 11:1–12:36), where all the firstborn 
children and animals of the Egyptians were killed 
in the last of the ten plagues God perpetrated to 
free the Hebrews from slavery.  God had 
instructed the Israelite people to select year-old 
male lambs without blemish, slaughter them, 
and sprinkle the blood on the doorframe of their 
homes.  And so, death “passed over” them.  The 
“blood of the lamb(s)” preserved the lives of the 
Hebrews, while the Egyptian households were 
devastated by death and destruction.  Pharaoh 
released the Israelites from their captivity in 
Egypt immediately thereafter.   
 
The symbolism of what Jesus did for us is 
obvious.  Jesus, God’s perfect sacrificial lamb, 
gave His life to deliver us from death, and 
purchase our freedom from captivity to sin.  1 
Corinthians 5:7(b) tells us: “Christ, our Passover 
lamb, has been sacrificed.”  Because of Jesus, 
death passed over us, and we’ve been moved 
from our “Egypt” to a new life in pursuit of our 
Promised Land in Christ.  Praise God. 
 
So, yes, Easter is rooted in the Passover.  It’s 
Jesus’s fulfillment of our spiritual deliverance, 
foreshadowed physically in the Old Testament.  
It’s much, much more than two holidays sharing 
a full moon in common, amen? 

Happy Resurrection Day, Emmaus Friend! 
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We know when Jesus was crucified 

Upon the wooden cross 

Our every sin was laid to upon Him 

All for loving the lost. 

HEALING AT THE CROSS 

 

For everything that may hold us back, 

The hurts from yesterday, 

At the foot of the cross we lay it down 

And then just walk away. 
 

And we know that when He rose again, 

He conquered death and hell 

Through His resurrection we have 

Eternal life as well. 

 
For this we raise our gracious Lord 

And thank Him for His love, 

For we could never have had this hope 

If it wasn't for His spilled blood 

 
But now we can know His resurrection power, 

Right now, while we are here, 

For we can come to the cross of Christ 

And lay down our burdens there. 

For I believe that there is healing 

At the cross of Christ 

We do not need to carry these loads, 

For they've all been crucified. 

 
Receive from Jesus the healing you need 

For your spirit, body, and soul 

Then you can arise, freed from your past 

To walk completely whole. 

 
For what He accomplished on the cross 

Goes on into eternity, 

Just reach out your hand and He will too 

And receive His victory. 
 

   by M.S. Lowndes 
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 PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  heroin overdoses 

Barry Zink Lynnette Shanton 
friends with dilemmas 
Frank McKenzie 
TJ McClellan  
Daisy Gill 
 Dawna Jo Kiesling  
Sue McConnaughey  
Lasley Wilkinson 

Lily Clark 
Janet Workman 
Don Hamilton 
safety of work team              
at Papau, New Guinea 
those with cancer 
Emmaus June walk  

 our country 
all children who struggle in school 
Christy Mitchell and her church: 

Diamond Hill Presbyterian Church in Gladys, VA 
  Dawson family/ trial during Holy Week 
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